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In my key note introduction to the AMA Symposium 2003 'What’s going on with

audiences' (May 2003) I highlighted a number of future trends that were likely to have an

impact on the arts and audiences for them. Among these trends and factors was the so-

called ‘demographic timebomb’, relating to the overall ageing of the UK population.

This overall increase in the average age of the population is such that (according to

data available in May 2003) the number of people aged 65 years old and over is

projected to exceed the number of children aged 16 years and under sometime during

2014.

But now the Office for National Statistics has upgraded its population projections so that

a recent news release notes that this moment when the number of older (65 years +)

people in the population is greater than the number of younger (16 & younger) people in

the population is now likely to occur during 2007 i.e. in just four years time (See figure one

overleaf).

The ONS news release includes the following paragraph:

'In 2002, there were around 850 thousand (8 per cent) more children aged under 16,
than people of state pensionable age. However, from 2007, the population of state
pensionable age is projected to exceed the number of children and by 2031 is
projected to exceed it by about 4 million (36 per cent).'

(ONS News Release, 18th December 2003, p.2, entire release downloadable from
www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/pop1203.pdf )
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Figure one: Projected size of UK population age groups – 2002 to 2031
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(Chart generated by SCCaT using data from ONS news release)

Clearly then the identified need for the arts to consider and act upon the implications of

this radical shift - which are likely to extend to everything from starting and opening times

to a potential reassessment of services for young people - may just have become all the

more urgent and pressing.
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